Robert, and mentions his errand to Robert's wife, whose lord and master has the bad habit of beating her pretty frequently. As the royal messenger speaks of his mission a happy thought strikes the ill-used woman. " If my husband were beaten once or twice," she says to herself, "he would not be so ready to use his stick to me. Experience teaches mercy." Thereupon she tells the messenger that her husband is a physician of altogether exceptional skill, but so eccentric that he will not exercise his skill without the most severe compulsion ; every cure he effects must be beaten out of him. When
Robert comes in, therefore, he is asked to go to court and cure the princess. He 
